 



            
September 1, 2020
The combined monthly Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of District 9, 1222 Green Street, Iselin, New Jersey, was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by the President under Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 with notices posted in the Home News Tribune, on the bulletin board at Fire Company #1 and #2, and at Town Hall as prescribed by law.  A salute to the flag was led by the President.

Roll Call of Commissioners:   S. Larko, D. Thaker, K. Williams, M. Rudy and E. A. Mullen.  Also in




attendance were W. Kenney, E.R. Mullen, the attorney and the Fire 




Official.  The Chief was excused.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with a motion made by D. Thaker and seconded by E.A. Mullen with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen and K. Williams).

Reports of Committees:                                                                                                                                                                                       
Fire Equipment & Apparatus:

MK completed miscellaneous repairs to the apparatus.  9-2-4 will be going to ESI to have the tools mounted and the electrical work.  EES is working on some miscellaneous repairs.  Waiting for parts which were ordered for the oil leak in 9-3-3.  Pump Testing was completed with no issues reported.  Working with Don Drapper and Don Salzman to repair the stripes on 9-2-4 sometime before Labor Day.  Mr. E.R. Mullen reported on the 9-3-4 refurb update.  He gave each Commissioner a copy of three sets of tentative reports from Salsbury and discussed.  He suggested that the Board recommend purchasing the cab and chassis from Eastern Galveston Area Cooperative Purchasing Contract.  A special meeting should be set up in November to discuss having the public vote on raising money to purchase the rest of the vehicle.  The attorney gave her recommendations as well.  A company in Cliffwood Beach will do the training for us.
Hydrants:  

The Fire Official noted that there will be a major shut-down of the water main and street closure 

on Oak Tree Road in September to continue repairs.
Facilities:

Paint cabinet upgrade is on hold. Researching prices to upgrade the traffic lights.  Working on quotes for the security camera upgrade.  Painting of the Gym and back stairs should start within the next two weeks.  Working on quotes for the A/C units in the radio room and Gym.  Discussed what to do with the old equipment.  Discussed the disposition of the trees at House 1 and 2.  A motion was made by K. Wllliams and seconded by E.A. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen and K. Williams) to replace the trees on both properties for $1500.
Communications Equipment:   

Mr. E.R. Mullen noted that we still have not received the pager order from Pinnacle.   He will stay on top of it. 
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Fire Prevention:

The Fire Official submitted his report and a motion made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen, M. Rudy and K. Williams) to accept the report and to approve his request to purchase tablets and accessories for the Bureau from Dell for a total of $1,059.92.  Mr. E.R. Mullen noted that he will look into getting the items cheaper and will prepare a purchase order accordingly.  Discussed the procedures for open houses and any future meetings that will be held here.  There should be a limit of 25 in attendance.  Mr. Kenney requested that any procedures should be put in writing and posted.  Open houses for Fire Prevention Week may have to be postponed but we will wait and see how it is in October.  Discussed the possibility of having them in the parking lot.
Legal & Insurance:  

Groundwater & Environment Services did their work at House 2 with no issues.  There was a letter of complaint from a member which was turned over to the Attorney for review.  She will then turn it over to the Chief for the proper disciplinary action.  She then asked about monitoring he well samples. There were four in total but three were plugged back up.  Mr. Kenney introduced a resolution regarding the annual renewal agreement with Dispatch.  The monthly amount will be $6,509.00 effective January 1, 2021.  A motion was  made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen, M. Rudy and K. Williams) to accept the resolution as read.
Deferred Business:   
The 14-foot Jon boat and trailer was to be auctioned off but we may keep it.  Discussed where it could be stored.  Suggested having a garage built next to the existing shed if we keep it.
New Business: 
Mr. E.R. Mullen and Mr. Kenney had discussed the agreed-upon reimbursement and it was suggested putting it back the way it was.  A motion was made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen, M. Rudy and K. Williams) to put it back the way it was.  Permission is requested to use the back room or the for the Joint Board Meeting.  Mr. E.R. Mullen noted that a plaque will be made up to present to the Mayor at the picnic.  Discussed what notification should be put on the masks.  Discussed the protocol regarding the enforcement of wearing masks and social distancing in the back room. The attorney pointed out that there is an executive order from the governor that need to be followed.  The attorney was questioned that if the Board owns the building and the Fire Company has meetings in the back room, do the Commissioners have the right to ban those who do are not wearing masks?  We need to type up the rules and post them and state that violators will be asked to leave the building.  A list of the rules will be prepared and forwarded to the attorney for review.  The Board also reiterated the rules for the gym.
Communications and Bills:

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, M. Rudy, E.A. Mullen and D. Thaker) to pay all bills for the month of August 2020 in the amount of $105,605.11.  Communications were as follows:

· A copy of the liability insurance certificate for the Fire Company Picnic
· A memo from Fire Official Wertz to Fords Dispatch notifying them of his temporary unavailability
· Request to the Chief for a fire report regarding a call at Aspen Manor on June 27.  (This request needs to be responded to ASAP.
· A copy of the minutes from the NJSAFD 
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· Copy of an “Open Public Records Act Request Form” which was forwarded to the Bureau for handling
· Copy of a “General Ordinance Update” from John Mitch
· Various reports

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, M. Rudy, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to accept the correspondence and make it a part of the permanent record.
Chief’s Report:
The Chief could not be at the meeting but submitted his report.  Mr. Kenney reported of 70 calls for the month with no firefighter injuries.  He noted that there are five membership applications pending.  Waiting for the medical reports to come back.  No equipment or training requests.  The membership is requesting that the Board publish their “COVID-19 Policies” which we are going to do.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by E. A. Mullen with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to accept the Chief’s report.  
Mr. Kenney reported of an applicant who did not go through fire classes but is willing to pay on his own with no reimbursement to go to the Fire Academy after he passes the medical exam.  Mr. Rudy brought up another issue regarding a policy we have in place stating that if an individual takes the fire company oath and passes the physical but then decides to leave before six months, can we charge them $500 for the physical?  The attorney will look into it.
Public Discussion:   

Nothing to report.
A motion was made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,









_______________________________   

Secretary

Board of Fire Commissioners, District #9

Transcribed by:

___________________________

(Ms.) Joyce E. Lynch
