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May 12, 2020
The combined monthly Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of District 9, 1222 Green Street, Iselin, New Jersey, was called to order at 7:42 p.m. by the President under Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 with notices posted in the Home News Tribune, on the bulletin board at Fire Company #1 and #2, and at Town Hall as prescribed by law.  A salute to the flag was led by the President.

Roll Call of Commissioners:  D. Thaker and K. Williams, S. Larko, E. A. Mullen and M. Rudy.  Also in

                   
                   
attendance were W. Kenney, E.R. Mullen, the attorney, the Chief, the 




Fire Official, and the Fire Co. President.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with a motion made by D. Thaker and seconded by K. Williams with everyone in favor (S. Larko, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen, M. Rudy and K. Williams).

Reports of Committees:                                                                                                                                                                                       
   Fire Equipment & Apparatus:

MK completed miscellaneous repairs to the apparatus.  9-2-4 refurb inspection completed—a couple of issues need correcting before it can be delivered.  Lettering also complete.  Mr. E.R. Mullen gave the 9-3-4 refurb update, noting that it may consist of two separate bids for the cab and chassis.  He added that the contract has been executed and signed.  The rep is planning a trip here next week.  EES working on some miscellaneous repairs.  Waiting on parts to have the 9-3-3 oil leak repaired.  SCBA compressor at House 2 is out of service; waiting for parts.
Hydrants:  Nothing to report.
Facilities:

Paint cabinet upgrade is on hold. Researching prices to upgrade the traffic lights.  Working on quotes for the security camera upgrade.  Repair work at House 1 and 2 is complete.  Mr. Rudy is working with the landscaper.  Also, he is trying to get prices for the exterior of the building but no one wants to come out at this time due to the pending Pandemic.
Communications Equipment:   

Pinnacle ordered parts to repair the backroom speaker.  All Covered will be in to complete the final upgrade of the computers in June.  Mr. E.R. Mullen will put together a proposal for some additional equipment we need.  He added that 12 new pagers were ordered from Motorola.  We need to send them the old pagers back by the end of June in order to get the rebate.
Fire Prevention:

The Fire Official’s report was accepted with a motion made by D.Thaker and seconded by E.A. Mullen with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, D. Thaker, E.A Mullen and K. Williams).
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Legal & Insurance:  
The attorney noted that she presented an updated copy of the Groundwater & Environment Services Agreement for House 2 to Cunningham.  They will get back to us.  Mr. Kenney noted that the file date for the 2020 Financial Disclosure Statements has been extended to July 31, 2020.
Old Business:  None to report.
New Business:
Mr. Rudy discussed the auctioning of the 14-foot Jon boat and trailer.  The attorney noted that there are online auctions that can be utilized.  A request was submitted to donate some of our equipment that is not used anymore.  Someone from Aberdeen is interested and wants to donate it for charitable purposes.  The attorney noted that a resolution needs to be prepared first which would include all the information.  
Communications and Bills:

A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, K. Williams, E.A. Mullen, D. Thaker and M. Rudy) to pay all bills for the month of April 2020 in the amount of $90,050.36.  Communications were as follows:
· Copy of a communication from the Division of Local Government Services regarding the date change for the filing of the Financial Disclosure Statements
· Various reports
A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to accept the correspondence and make it a part of the permanent record.
Chief’s Report: 

The Chief reported that there were 32 calls for the month of April with no firefighter injuries.  No training requests or equipment requests.  Membership applications were put on a 3-month hold due to Covid-19, as was the Explorer Post 319.  The Chief submitted a request to raise the reimbursement for firefighters responding to calls to $2.00, and that it be back-paid to March 25th and remain in effect for the duration of the state of emergency. A motion was made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to accept the Chief’s Report.  A lengthy discussion was held about raising the reimbursement amount.  Mr. E.A. Mullen recommended doubling the credits.  Another suggestion was made to pay it on an individual case basis.  Mr. E.R. Mullen noted that this would need to be handled on a confidential basis by Mr. Kenney.  Mr. Wertz added his comments regarding extending it longer.  A motion was made by E.A. Mullen and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to accept this proposal and have it extended to the end of May.  Discussed Iselin helmet shields in Avenel Fire.  Mr. Kenney will speak to the administrator at Avenel.
A lengthy discussion was then held regarding a firewatch issue, and the Fire Official noted that firewatches fall under Fire Prevention so the Fire Official has the right to delegate whomsoever to work at a firewatch.  The President noted that he thought firewatches should come under the Fire Company.  Mr. Wertz noted that another firewatch will be coming up soon so he asked the Board if they could resolve this issue.
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Mr. E.R. Mullen stated that a number of years ago when the Mutual Services Agreement 

was prepared and could not understand that after all these years there’s a problem.  He suggested appointing a Board Liaison over the cutting of checks instead of the President.  The President noted that years ago when members were needed for a firewatch, the Fire Official notified the President who was in charge of the Work Crew but that recently changed and the President was excluded.  He is just requesting that he be notified so he knows what’s going on.  Mr. Mullen noted that initially the Chief was the one who was in charge of the Mutual Services Agreement and, because of a problem, it was put in the hands of the President.  It was suggested establishing a separate account to pay those who are on a firewatch.  Mr. Kenney requested that a separate meeting be held and include the President and the Chief.  Instead of another meeting, it was suggested that the President just be notified who will be working the firewatch. Mr. Kenney will discuss the matter further with the attorney. 

Health & Safety:  Nothing to report.  
Public Discussion:  
A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by E.A. Mullen with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to go into a Public Session.  A question was raised regarding a Board policy that was recently enacted that restricted healthcare workers from the building, and it was asked when that restriction would be lifted.  The Board will consult with the Healthcare Officer and get back to the Chief about the matter.  A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by D. Thaker with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to close the Public Session.  
Executive Session:  None
A motion was made by K. Williams and seconded by M. Rudy with everyone in favor (S. Larko, M. Rudy, K. Williams, D. Thaker and E.A. Mullen) to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,









_______________________________   

Secretary

Board of Fire Commissioners, District #9

Transcribed by:

___________________________

(Ms.) Joyce E. Lynch
